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PANDA EXPRESS CELEBRATES 30 YEARS BY INVESTING IN ITS 
EMPLOYEES AND THE COMMUNITIES IT SERVES  

 
Establishes $1 Million Employee Scholarship Fund and Launches         

Holiday Partnership with Boys and Girls Clubs of America 
 

ROSEMEAD, Calif. – Panda Express, America’s favorite Chinese restaurant, is celebrating its 

30th Anniversary by helping associates pursue their dreams through the creation of a $1 million 

college scholarship fund and by supporting the dreams of children and teens across the country 

through a special holiday partnership with the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.  

 

“Inspiring people to better their lives is at the core of our mission and what makes it possible for 

us to deliver exceptional Asian dining experiences,” said Andrew Cherng, founder and co-CEO 

of Panda Restaurant Group. “As we celebrate Panda Express’ 30th anniversary, we honor our 

mission by supporting our associates and the next generation in our communities as they create 

their future.”  

 
Panda’s Dream Maker scholarships will help full-time associates pay for their college tuition as 

they pursue bachelor’s or associate degrees. The program is consistent with the company’s 

commitment to becoming recognized as the world leader in people development.  

 

Panda Express will donate $100,000 to the Boys & Girls Clubs of America to help local Clubs 

across the country give youth the “Gift of a Great Future.” Boys & Girls Clubs enable all young 

people, especially those who need the organization the most, reach their full potential as 

productive, caring, responsible citizens.  
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"The Boys & Girls Clubs of America is honored to partner with Panda Express this holiday 

season," said Chad Royal-Pascoe, national vice president, Corporate Partnerships. “Panda’s 

generous gift demonstrates their commitment to the health and educational needs of 

underserved children.”   

 
40 years ago, after immigrating to the United States from China, Andrew Cherng and his father, 

Master Chef Ming-Tsai Cherng, opened the first Panda Inn in Southern California. Their vision 

was to introduce Chinese food to America by serving upscale, authentic Chinese cuisine and 

creating the opportunity for guests to connect over a traditional meal. Panda Inn served as the 

inspiration for Panda Express when, in 1983, Andrew took the opportunity to share his passion 

and enthusiasm for inspired Chinese cuisine. Along with his wife, Peggy, Cherng opened the 

first Panda Express at the Glendale Galleria in Southern California.  

 

As Panda Express hit significant growth milestones, including opening its 100th store in 1992, 

500th in 2002 and 1,500 in 2012, the company has inspired its 24,000 associates to 

continuously better their lives, both personally and professionally. 

 

“Andrew and I have achieved our American dream,” said Peggy Cherng, co-founder and co-

CEO of Panda Restaurant Group. “Now, we want our associates and the young people in our 

communities to achieve their dreams.” 

 
About Panda Restaurant Group  
Founded in 1973, with 1,600 locations in 46 states, Puerto Rico and Mexico, the privately-held 

Panda Restaurant Group is the world's leader in Asian dining experiences. The successful 

chain of concepts includes Panda Express, Panda Inn and Hibachi-San. Panda Express is best 

known for its wide variety of original recipes including their famous Orange Chicken®, Beijing 

Beef™, SweetFire Chicken Breast®, Honey Walnut Shrimp™ and Shanghai Angus Steak™. 

For more information visit, www.pandaexpress.com, or become a fan on Facebook.    
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